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Dear Colleague: 


In his State of the Union address, President Kennedy placed high emphasis on education 
as one of the tools that must be used in helping the United States meet an array of challenges 
on the world scene. He indicated that he intends "to ask Congress for authority to establish 
a new and more effective program for assisting the economic, educational and social development 
of other countries and continents." In elaborating on this point the President said that, in 
comparison with past programs, the new program will require "new attention to education at all 
levels." He added that "federal grantsfor both higher and public school education can no longer 
be delayed." At the date this issue of Pulse goes to press, President Kennedy's special 
message on "Freedom of Choice" assistance to education is due to be sent to Conaress any 
day. If NAPSAE members agree with the general import of the message, it is important that 
telegrams and letters of appreciation and support be sent to the President. 








President Eisenhower's farewell message to the nation spoke of the "conjunction of immense 
military establishment and a large arms industry."" He indicated this as something new in the 
American experience and added that "the total influence - economic, political, even spiritual - 
is felt in every city, every state house, every office of the federal government."" He noted that 
"in councils of government we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, 
whether sought or unsought, by the military, industrial complex." In an editorial on this address, 
the Buffalo (N.Y.) Courier Express said "The one sure way to comply with the warning is to 
educate simultaneously with the maintenance of a military machine all who yearn for education 


so that their influence - economic, political, and spiritual - may also be felt in city, state house, 
and federal institution." 











Since he serves as all three - Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare - Abraham 
Ribicoff found his first big involvement on all three fronts - the flight of Cubans to Florida. 
Although the immediate urgencies are in the areas of health, housing, and welfare, there are 
adult education needs extending all the way from providing literacy training for individuals illiterate 


in both English and Spanish to giving training to professional people in how to apply their 
specialized skills in the United States. 





The five and one-half millions of unemployed in the country continue to dominate national 
news. Ina Special report on the jobless by Sylvia Porter of the Detroit Free Press, it was 
pointed out that "the jobless rate among the young, uneducated, unskilled Americans is by far 
the highest of any group. The unemployment rate among those who drop out of high school before 
getting a diploma is double that among high school graduates." Miss Porter quotes the U.S. 
Labor Department's chief, Seymour L. Wolfbein,as saying that by 1966 thirty per cent of the 
26 million new workers that will then be in the labor market will have failed to complete high 
school, and 2,500,000 of them will not even complete a grade school education! We are of 


the opinion that Dr. ‘Wolfbein said this without reckoning on the potential of adult education to 
change the statistics! 
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The new United States Commissioner of Education is Sterling M. McMurrin. At the time 





of his appointment, Dr. McMurrin was serving as Professor of Philosophy and Academic Vice 
President of the University of Utah. The new education chief is a friend of adult education, 
especially as it relates to cultural-liberal education. Last September, Adult Education Week in 


Utah was officially opened with an Adult Education Leadership Training Conference with Dr. 
McMurrin as keynote speaker. 





The 41st Annual Convention of the American Association of Junior Colleges is scheduled 


for Washington the end of February. Theme of the four-day conference is "America's Stake in 
the Junior College." 


An Interim Committee report on education has now been published by the California State 
Assembly. The report carries many fine statements concerning the excellence of the California 
adult education program, but there are some criticisms of some types of classes at both high school 
and junior college level. Recommendations of the Committee would do away with the concept of 
continuing education for all adults. | However, it is highly questionable whether any of the bills 
to implement the recommendations will be introduced. Because of effective work by adult education 
groups over the past years, the legislators already know the strength of the adult education program. 
The newspapers have joined in the support of adult education programs and even some of those 
traditionally hostile to spending public funds on the education of adults are now on the other side 
of the issue. In San Francisco, the News-Call-Bulletin says that "Some of the courses which 
have become the handiest target would survive under close scrutiny if the critics weren't so fast 
on the draw..." The San Francisco Examiner, commenting on the so-called "frill" courses said 


"Maybe it's cheaper to let Grandma learn how to have some fun fiddling with the frosting instead 
of treating her for belting the bottle." 











With the centennial observance of the Civil War formally opened, we have begun to get 
scattered evidence of courses on the Civil War being offered in adult programs around the country. 
At least one adult education evening program is going all out with new courses on the Civil War 
and Gettysburg. The course now being offered will "provide students with a thorough knowledge 
and better appreciation of the War event." Instruction will center on the causes of the War, famous 


battles and leaders, with special emphasis on the Gettysburg stage. The program: Gettysburg 
(Pa.) High School, naturally. 








Strangely enough - that is, strange until you stop to think about it- radio and TV broad- 
casters are pretty much taking a hands-off attitude about the Civil War during the centennial year. 
This isn't because it doesn't supply rich material for human and historical drama, but because those 


who pay for the program - the sponsors - are afraid they may please no one unless they find a way 
of giving equal time to both the Blue and the Gray. 








The American Association of School Administrators will hold regional conventions in San 
Francisco, St. Louis, and Philadelphia, on February 25-28, March 11-14, and March 25-28 
respectively. As inthe past, adult educators will participate in the programs of all three 
conventions. On the day before the formal opening of the conference, the Adult Education Section 
of the Office of Education will sponsor a dinner featuring adult education speakers. On Tuesday 
afternoon, at 2:30 p.m., during each of the conferences, a discussion of "Pressing Issues in 
Public School Adult Education" will be presented. Organized under the auspices of NEA's 
Division of Adult Education Service, these discussion groups will dig into the key issues in 
adult education outlined in the “adult education platform" which was jointly developed by the 
American Association of School Administrators, NAPSAE, National School Boards Association, 


and the Chief State School Officers. Local directors are urged to see that their Superintendents 
attend these meetings on adult education. 




















NAMES IN THE NEWS: In Logan, Utah, Maurice Sorenson, student counselor at South 
Cache High School, has been appointed to act as the adult education supervisor. In Westchester, 
Pa., Frank Willis, founder and president of the Westchester Night Program was awarded a plaque 
by the Westchester Kiwanis Club honoring him for his work in the adult education field. In Jackson, 
Miss., Monroe C. Neff, director of adult and vocational education, is a candidate for the Jackson 
Junior Chamber of Commerce's annual award for the Most Outstanding Young Man of the Year. 
Harold B. Webb has been appointed acting executive director of the National School Boards Assoc- 
iation. Webb's appointment follows the resignation of W.A. Shannon as executive director of the 
NSBA, a position he has held since July, 1956. The new assistant superintendent of schools 
for adult education in Chicago is Milton J. Cohler. Dr. Cohler's appointment paves the way for a 
re-organization and expansion of the adult education program of the Chicago schools. Chicago thus 


joins the ranks of a number of other major metropolitan areas that have established the director of 
adult education at the assistant superintendent level. 























IN MEMORIAM: Dr. Irving Lorge, professor of education at Teachers College, Columbia 
University, one of the world's leading scholars in the field of psychological testing. During World 
War Il, Dr. Lorge developed methods of testing illiterates. Mr. George Hermance, director of adult 


education in White Plains, N.Y., for well over twenty years and a national figure in the field of 
public school adult education. 





Roger DeCrow, on the staff of the Center for Liberal Adult Education, spent 30 days in 
Washington as a special consultant to the U.S. Office of Education considering plans for an infor- 
mation clearinghouse service on adult education within federal agencies. The plan, now in prep- 
aration, will be submitted to the new Commissioner of Education and calls for the clearinghouse to 
be undertaken by the Adult Education Section of the U.S. Office. This action is an outgrowth of a 
series of three exploratory meetings held within the last six months of necessary clearinghouse 


functions in adult education. Mr. De Crow has served as secretary of the National Clearinghouse 
Committee. 





Another fine article on adult education - this one in McCall for February 1961. It's 
entitled "Why Would Anyone Stop Learning." The author, Norman Cousins, reports that while in 
Ceylon he talked to a group of people about American education and learned that, to them, free 
education seems like gold in the streets ... something to be picked up with every bit of strength 
an individual has. Cousins told them that there were a large number of American adults who did 
not take advantage of the educational opportunities available to them and he reports that his Ceylon 


hosts were astonished. Their response, "How could it be that any single person would not snap 
at the riches available to them for the asking?" 





The "Cold War" G.I. Bill (S-349) designed to provide re-adjustment assistance to veterans 
who serve in the Armed Forces between January 31, 1955, and July 1, 1963, has been intro- 
duced by Senator Yarborough (D.-Tex.) and 31 others. This proposal provides for educational 
adjustment for four and a quarter million veterans of the post-Korean cold war at the rate of one and 
a half days of schooling for each one day of service over six months, not to exceed three years of 
education. It also provides for vocational rehabilitation for disabled veterans. 





Before you know it, April 15 will be here - and you know what that means. Adult education 
programs which serve older citizens may want to call their attention to a handy new reference manual 
entitled "Federal Taxes on Benefits from your Retirement System." Written by Madaline Remmlein, 
the book is a new edition resulting from changes made by Congress in the summer of 1960 which 


are advantageous to retired taxpayers. Copies of the book are available for $1 from the Interstate 
Printers and Publishers, Inc., in Danville, Ill. 








A fiveeyear conference plan for NAPSAE was developed at the meeting of the Association's 
Board of Directors held in Washington, D.C., February 10, 11, and 12. Principal ingredient 
of the plan was the decision to tie in the NAPSAE Convention with the meetings of state public 
school adult education associations. The committee is currently exploring with state associations 
the possibility of meeting in the South in 1963, in the West in 1964, in the North East in 
1965, and in the Middle West in 1966. The 1961 and 1962 conferences are already set for 
Washington, D.C., and Detroit, Mich. 





Among other significant actions of the Washington meeting were the passage of a resolution 
by the Board seeking to make certain that Federal legislation relating to education be constructed 
to explicitly include the education of adults, the development of plans for the affiliation of 
state groups with NAPSAE, approval of the 1961 Conference design, and the appointment of a 
committee to follow up on the recommendations of the White House Conference on Aging. 





Plans are underway for the new NAPSAE yearbook. Entitled Focus, the book will not only 
review significant activities of NAPSAE during the past year but will bring together a number of 
manuscripts, many of them written explicitly for this issue of the yearbook, which gives as def- 
initive a description of the role and function of the public schocls in adult education as has ever 
been developed. The yearbook will be sent without charge to all Active Members of NAPSAE. 
The yearbook is priced at $2.00 for Associate Members and $5.00 for non-members. 





Cordially, 


[ColbwAG kirhe_ 


Executive Secretary 
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